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Welcome to Honors History. 
If you are enrolled in this honors course, it means you 
are a student who seeks a challenging academic 
curriculum in US History.  In this course, you will acquire 
knowledge of American history from the time of the first 
Industrial Revolution in the 1790’s through the rise of 
the U.S. as world power in the early 20th century, with 
major emphasis on the development of American 
ideals and institutions.  In this class you will use original 
source documents and other resources to supplement 
the text as you study the social, cultural, intellectual, 
economic, political, and diplomatic history of our 
country. 

Course Description 

This course examines all 
aspects of the history of the 
United States from the late 
18th through the early 20th 
centuries.  This course deals 
extensively with learning how 
to analyze and understand US 
history by reading primary and 
secondary source material and 
by discussing and writing 
about what you have 
discovered.    

Course Purpose 

1. To develop an 
understanding of the 
relationship between the 
past and the present.  

2. To provide knowledge of 
the structure of our society 
and the challenges to that 
structure. 

3. To improve students’ 
reading, writing, and 
presentation skills.  

4. To prepare students for a 
higher level of history 
education by continually 
developing their ability to 
think critically.  
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This course is designed to inform you about who you 
are as citizens of the United States and how past events 
have shaped the world we live in today.  We will 
concentrate on the following historical periods: the First 
Industrial Revolution, Slavery, a Dividing Nation, the 
Civil War, Reconstruction, the Second Industrial 
Revolution, the Gilded Age, the Progressive Era, and 
Imperialism. 

In this class, I will do almost anything possible to ensure 
that learning happens and that the learning is directed 
at the course objectives.  Instructional procedures 
might include any or all of these techniques: assigned 
reading in the text and outside source material, 
cooperative groups, student teaching, discussion, 
videos, projects, lecture, independent study, research, 
and oral presentations. 

Assessments can be in the form of tests, quizzes, writing 
assignments, oral presentations, and research projects.  
You will also be graded on your homework and on class 
participation.   

All grades are weighted as follows: 

Teaching Philosophy 

It is my belief that each student 
be awarded the same 
opportunity to succeed as any 
other student.  I will provide each 
student with the knowledge and 
resources they need to succeed 
in class and encourage them to 
reach their full potential.  
However, students will only be 
successful in this class if they put 
forth the effort and participate 
actively in all classroom activities.   

Grading Policy  

I use the standard grade scale 
found in the student handbook.  

Make-upWork For 
Excused Absences 

The rule of thumb for make-up is 
one day for each day absent. 
**Example: you have an excused 
absence on Monday and return 
on Tuesday, the work on Monday 
will be due Wednesday. 
**Example: you have an excused 
absence on Monday, Tuesday, 
and Wednesday, and return 
Thursday. The work completed 
Monday in class is due Friday; 
Tuesday’s work is due Monday; 
Wednesday’s work is due 
Tuesday.
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Illegal Absence  

No make-up work is allowed. 

Tests and Quizzes  

If you are in school on the day that 
I announce the date of an 
upcoming assessment, you are 
expected to complete the 
assessment even if you are absent 
the day before.  For example,  a 
test is announced on Friday and 
you are told the test will be 
Tuesday. If you are absent on 
Monday, but come to school 
Tuesday, you will be expected to 
take the test. 

LATE ASSIGNMENTS:  

If you do not turn in work on the 
day that it is due, you will have one 
extra day to turn it in, however, you 
will only receive half credit for the 
graded assignment.  For example, 
you turn in an essay one day late.  I 
grade the essay as a B (80%).  
Because the essay is one day late, 
the final grade will be a 40%.  In 
other words, hand your 
assignments in on time!  

COURSE OUTLINE 
Unit 1: The Nation Expands 

 The North 

 The South 

 New Movements in America 

 A Divided Nation 

Unit 2: The Nation Breaks Apart 
 The Civil War 

 Reconstruction 

Unit 3: A Growing America 
 Americans Move West 

 The Industrial Age 

 Immigrants and Urban Life 

Unit 4: The Beginning of Modern America 

 The Progressive Spirit of Reform 

 America as a World Power 

The Keystone Oaks School District's mission is to provide a safe 
learning environment that prepares critical thinkers to become 
responsible and productive members of society.
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